An Archaeological Survey of the Sudan
explanation of this is that Netekaman imported Egyptian *
workmen to restore the temple at Barkal and employed
these same men on his temples at Nagaa. There are the
lower courses of other buildings which probably belong to
this period, but the small square " kiosk " near the Lion
temple is later. It is in the Roman style of the second or
third century a.d., but it is quite devoid of inscription
and its use is obscure. The remains of other, smaller
shrines in the vicinity of Nagaa have been found from
time to time. 10
Musawwarat is an archaeological puzzle. Here we have
an enormous complex of buildings, passages, and stairways,
with no clue to their builder and no indication of the
purpose they were intended to serve. They seem to have
been the work of a single generation and to have become
derelict after that generation had passed away. The date
of these buildings may be the second or third century a.d.,
about the same period as the " kiosk " at Nagaa.
In the northern part of the country most of the towns
founded in earlier periods were occupied in Meroitic times.
Amongst the chief of these was Faras, which became an
important town during this period and was to become
even more important in Christian times.
Many smaller Meroitic sites are known in Berber and
Kassala Provinces, and some still further south, chiefly
along the Blue Nile.ll Others may yet be met with by
travelling officials. These sites are usually marked by
scattered potsherds and sometimes by broken red brick
or masonry. Meroitic bricks were much larger and flatter
than are modern burnt bricks, and buildings were fre-
quently covered with a hard white plaster which was
subsequently painted. The presence of this plaster is a
fairly reliable indication of a Meroitic site.
More often potsherds alone are the only evidence of
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